
WHAT IS A PPE AND WHY DO I 
NEED ONE?
Or - Is ignorance really bliss?



The objective is to reduce the buyer’s risks in relationship to the general 
health and athletic soundness of the horse for sale.  - Merck Veterinary Manual

 - Snapshot in time
 - Not a guarantee
 - Involves subjectivity
 - Not particularly standardized
 - Not pass / fail
 - Extremely informative

PRE-PURCHASE EXAMS



- Seller, Agent, Seller Vet 

- Length of ownership, past and current use 

- Feed, supplements, living conditions 

- Farrier care 

- Veterinary exams, vaccinations, deworming, Coggins, X-rays, surgeries, 
medications 

- Illness, lameness, chronic conditions 

- If mare; foals, breeding, recent exposure to stallion 

- Stallion or gelding (when gelded?) 

- Bad habits or vices like cribbing, weaving, biting…

SELLER INFORMATION / AUTHORIZATION
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Prepurchase Examination – Liability Release Agreement  
 

To be completed by buyer:  

        ____________________________    (buyer), hereafter “buyer” is the prospective purchaser or prospective 
purchaser’s agent.  Buyer acknowledges that Crum Equine Veterinary Service, its veterinarians, employees, technicians 
and staff have agreed to perform a pre-purchase examination at your request on a horse named 
__________________________________(horses name) upon the terms and terms and conditions of this agreement 
which includes a promise by buyer not to sue based upon buyer dissatisfaction with an executed purchase of the 
animal examined and identified in this agreement.  

Crum Equine Veterinary Service will perform a pre-purchase examination of said horse on or around the following date 
___________________________.  The scope of the examination and the selection of diagnostic tests chosen shall be 
determined by the buyer in consultation with Crum Equine Veterinary Service.  This examination is done at the request 
of, at the expense of, and for the use of the purchaser only. This examination is intended to assist the prospective 
purchaser; no warranties are made by the examiner. All comments, findings and recommendations made by the 
veterinarian are made in his/her opinion and to the best of his/her knowledge at the time of the examination. The 
examination is not intended to be used as a prognosis for future health, soundness or a warranty for the horse’s 
suitability for any particular future use or purpose.  The veterinarian’s job is neither to pass nor fail the animal being 
examined.  The determination by buyer to purchase the animal examined is solely buyer’s choice and responsibility.  

The buyer should be aware that this examination does not encompass an in depth evaluation of the horse's 
temperament, ability, or aptitude for a particular discipline.  It describes the horse's health and soundness on the day of 
examination.  A routine pre-purchase examination may not reveal subtle unsoundness, especially if the horse has not 
been in hard/consistent work in the preceding months. Many subtle internal medical or musculoskeletal problems are 
difficult to diagnose or may go unrecognized on our routine pre-purchase examination. Recurrent colicking, tying up, 
intermittent heaves, epistaxis, pregnancy, impaired vision, non-sweaters, and subtle transitory lameness are some of 
the occasional conditions that may be missed on these exams. The buyer should try this horse at his/her intended use 
before any examinations are performed. Some of the above conditions could then be recognized or ruled out. 

Buyer acknowledges that a material condition of Crum Equine Veterinary Service’s agreement to perform this pre-
purchase examination is buyer’s agreement to release, waive and discharge Crum Equine Veterinary Service, its 
veterinarians and employees from all claims arising directly or indirectly from the performance of the pre-purchase 
examination; this is a promise by buyer not to sue.  

I have read this agreement, “Pre-purchase Examination – Liability Release Agreement,” and fully understand its terms.  
I intend my signature to be a complete and unconditional liability release to Crum Equine Veterinary Service. 

Signature of Buyer: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

Signature of Veterinarian: _____________________________________ Date: __________________________ 



- Cost 

- Flexibility  

- Experience with 
discipline 

- Personal relationship 

- Credentials

FIND A VETERINARIAN



- Heart, lungs, skin, muscle 
tone, skeletal correctness, 
mouth, teeth, eyes, feet 

- Movement exam (lunging, 
walking/trotting away and 
towards, flexion) 

- Neurological 

- Reproductive 

- X-rays / Radiographs 

- May require sedation

PHYSICAL EXAM



SUITABLE  LOCATION
- Sheltered 

- Flat 

- Sufficiently large 

- Suitable for jogging/trotting 

- Relatively free of monsters and 
horse eating predators  

- Concrete floor is very helpful for X-
Rays 

 



- Will they prevent the horse from 
performing in your chosen 
discipline? 

- Can you deal with additional 
expense / effort in order to 
address the issues? 

- Is the horse suitable for 
something else that you’d enjoy? 

- Is the horse better suited 
somewhere else?

WHAT IF THE HORSE HAS 
“ISSUES” BUT I ALREADY LOVE 
HER?



INFORMATION   EMPOWERS  YOU  
TO  BE  A  BETTER  HORSEWOMAN



SEBASTIAN 


